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dreams of obtaining, has recently shown somewhat
less readiness to parade itself before the public view.
The mental condition, however, in which it was
generated unhappily survives, and should be resolutely
opposed by all right-minded men.

Closely allied to nationalism and Eoman civism,
fighting by their side the battle of selfishness and
barbarism against civilisation and humanity, and as
such assailed by Cobden with singular power, though
with but too little success, was .the policy of "bloated
armaments." That policy has been the fashion in this
country ever since the war with Russia, which, finding
its support in hobgoblin arguments and panic the
most anile, appears to have bequeathed them as a
lasting legacy to the nation. Scarcely had that useless
and disastrous conflict ended, and the pocket of the
British taxpayer begun to feel the better for the
change, when the bugbear of French invasion for
about the hundredth time cast its shadow over the
land. It was promptly turned to account by that
large class of persons who, actuated some by national
vanity, called by themselves patriotic pride, others
by less excusable motives, are the steady advocates
of plethoric budgets; and the consequence is that
the national expenditure is at the present moment
greater than it was before the Russian War by some
fifteen millions, almost the whole of which goes to
the account of the army, navy, and coast defences*
The triumph of the old women has been complete.
The preparation for war has been in the inverse ratio
to the probability of it; for if there is one feature